
TM 5-663

CHAPTER 5
INSPECTING THE PLAY AREA

5-1. Introduction

Once a customized inspection and maintenance man-
ual is assembled for each CDC play area, the play area
inspection program can begin. This chapter describes
how to inspect the CDC outdoor play area. The purpose
of play area inspection is to identify child safety hazards.
Hazards can then be corrected before accidents occur
or health is endangered.

5-2. Four types of play area inspections

Four types of play area inspections comprise a compre-
hensive inspection program: baseline inspection, daily
visual inspection, periodic inspection, and annual in-
spection. Each inspection has a specific purpose and
level of complexity. The site-adapted Child Develop
ment Center (CDC) Play Area Checklist, DA Form
731 O-R, must be completed during baseline, periodic,
and annual inspections. Daily visual inspections simply
require that a log be initialed daily to verify that the
inspection was completed.

5-3. The play area inspection team

The play area inspection program is based on a team
approach. The team members responsible for each
type of inspection vary. All inspection team staff must
be trained to accurately conduct inspections. The play
area inspection team for each type of inspection is
identified (fig 1-4 and 1-5).

5-4. Preparing for the play area
inspection

To prepare for a play area inspection, complete the
following tasks:

a. Assemble the Supplies Needed. For each play
area to be inspected, assemble the following supplies:

(1) Child Development Center (CDC) Play
Area Checklist, DA Form 7310-R. The site-adapted
DA Forms 731 O-R for baseline, periodic, and annual
checklists and daily visual inspection lists are included
in the customized inspection and maintenance manual
for each play area. The forms will be locally repro-
duced.

(2) Child Development Center (CDC) Safety
Inspection Summary, DA Form 7308-R. DA Form
7308-R is used to report play area inspection results
and to record hazards (chap 6). A copy of this form is
inserted at the back of this manual. It will be locally
reproduced. Complete one copy of DA Form 7308-R

for each baseline, periodic, or annual inspection. Use
DA Form 7308-R for daily visual inspections when any
hazards are noted which cannot be immediately cor-
rected.

(3) The play area inspection toolkit. The play
area inspection tool kit is needed to accurately answer
some inspection questions.

b. Schedule the Inspection. The CDC Director
should contact the inspection team members and
schedule the inspection.

5-5. Organizing play area records for
baseline, periodic, and annual inspections

During baseline, periodic, and annual inspections, cer-
tain play area records are reviewed by the inspection
team for compliance with child safety guidelines. Re-
cords which must be assembled prior to each inspec-
tion are as follows:

a. Baseline Inspections. The following records are
needed to conduct baseline inspections:

(f) Play area materials. When a baseline
inspection is conducted, information requested about
existing play area materials on the site-adapted DA
Form 731 O-R may not be readily available. Additional
research may be necessary and should be conducted
before the inspection. This research may include:
contacting manufacturers to identify wood preserv-
atives or lead content of paint, obtaining plant samples
for identification of toxicity, or contacting manufactur-
ers of synthetic surfacing to determine whether or not
a product meets ASTM F 1292 requirements for impact
attenuation.

(2) Hazards. Develop a list of hazards iden-
tified during the past year. This list will be reviewed by
the baseline inspection team.

(3) Maintenance. Assemble work orders re-
quested and completed during the past year. The
inspection team will review these work orders to en-
sure that maintenance is being performed to correct
hazards.

(4) Paints. Develop a list of paints used in the
play area during the past year. The inspection team
will review this list for lead content and toxicity.

(5) Weed and pest management plan. The
baseline inspection team will review the weed and pest
management plan for compliance with child safety
guidelines.

(6) Product updates. The CDC Director will
contact the play equipment manufacturer and request
product update information for all equipment installed
in the play area. This information will include any
modifications recommended by the play equipment
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b. Periodic/inspections. The following records are
needed to conduct periodic inspections:

(f) Hazards. Develop a list of hazards identi-
fied during the past month. This list will be reviewed by
the periodic inspection team.

(2) Maintenance. Assemble work orders re-
quested and completed in the past month. The inspec-
tion team will review these work orders to ensure that
maintenance is being performed to correct hazards.

c. Annual Inspections. The following records are
needed to conduct annual inspections:

(1) Hazards. Develop a list of hazards identi-
fied during the past year. This list will be reviewed by
the annual inspection team.

(2) Maintenance. Assemble work orders re-
quested and completed during the past year. The in-
spection team will review these work orders to ensure
that maintenance is being performed to correct hazards.

(3) Paints. Develop a list of paints used in the
play area during the past year. The inspection team will
review this list for lead content and toxicity.

(4) Weed and pest management plan. The
annual inspection team will review the weed and pest
management plan for compliance with child safety
guidelines.

(5) Product updates. The CDC Director will
contact the play equipment manufacturer and request
product update information for all equipment installed in
the play area. This information will include any modifi-
cations recommended by the play equipment manufac-
turer to improve play equipment safety. The information
will be reviewed by the inspection team.

5-6. Conducting baseline, periodic, and
annual inspections

Separate DA Forms 731 O-R are used to conduct base-
line, periodic, and annual inspections. A sample of a
completed form is provided (fig 5-1). For each type of
written inspection, certain basic procedures are fol-
lowed to complete the DA Form 731 O-R. These proce-
dures are described below.

a. Date. In Block 3, fill in the date of inspection.
b. Inspection Questions. All questions on the site-

adapted DA Form 731 O-R are formatted as “Yes” or
“No” questions. The inspector will check “Yes”, “No”, or
“NA" in response to each inspection question in Block
5. Sometimes the use of an inspection tool may be
required to determine the appropriate response.

(1) Answers to inspection questions. All “Yes”
answers meet inspection requirements. A “No” answer
indicates a maintenance need or potential hazard. A
“No” answer requires an immediate follow-up action by

the inspector. “NA” may be circled to indicate any
nonapplicable questions.

(2) Making notations. As the inspector responds
to each question during the inspection, additional handwritten
notes can be added as necessary to describe any hazards
and their location. These notes may assist in repotting
hazards and completing work orders.

c. Play Areas with Multiple Elements of One Type.
If more than one of a particular element is included in
the play area, one set of inspection questions can be
used to inspect each individual element or one set of
inspection questions can be used for all elements of the
same type during baseline, periodic, or annual inspec-
tions.

(1) Using DA Form 731 O-R when a separate
set of inspection questions is used for each element. If
a separate set of inspection questions is used for each
individual element, the location of the element to be in-
spected will be indicated after the name of the element on
the site-adapted DA Form 731 O-R (fig 5-2).

(2) Using DA Form 731 O-R when one set of
inspection questions is used for multiple elements. If
one set of inspection questions is used for multiple
elements of one type, the number of elements to be
inspected will be indicated after the name of the element
on the site adapted DA Form 731 O-R (fig 5-3).

b. Inspector’s Signatures. In Block 6, staff com-
pleting the inspection will sign the form.

5-7. Conducting daily visual inspections

The daily visual inspection is conducted by CDC staff
using the site-adapted daily visual inspection tools before
children go outdoors to play each day. The daily visual
inspection tools include the daily visual inspection list and
the daily visual inspection log. These tools can be kept in
a convenient place in the CDC, such as on a clipboard
near the building exit leading to the specified play area.
After completing the inspection, the staff will initial the
site-adapted daily visual inspection log to verify that the
inspection has been completed. Techniques used to
inspect the play area are described in P/aying It Safe, the
training video which accompanies this manual.

5-8. Hazard management and inspection
reporting

Depending on the type of inspection performed and
hazards noted, completing the Child Development Cen-
ter Play Area Safety Inspection Summary, DA Form
7308-R, may be required after the inspection. All haz-
ards identified in the play area require immediate cor-
rective action. Procedures for inspection reporting and
hazard management are presented in chapter six.
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